
6 Steps to Host Your 
Virtual Rescued:  

Safe in Jesus VBS
Is your church considering hosting a virtual 

Vacation Bible School (VBS) for your community? 
Follow these steps to discover if a virtual VBS is 

right for you, and to host a successful event! Each 
step is detailed further on following pages.

1
Consider the Differences Between a Virtual and 
an In-Person VBS Event
What are the local guidelines for gatherings in your area? You’ll want to talk with your church 
leaders about what kind of VBS would best serve your church and your community.

This digital offering gives you instant access to all the video and documents you’ll need to host a 
memorable Rescued: Safe in Jesus VBS on a virtual platform such as Zoom.2
Review the Rescued: Safe in Jesus Virtual VBS

Assemble a team of dedicated individuals to help organize and run the different components of your 
virtual VBS program. Tech help will be vital! Next, choose the virtual platforms and tools you’ll use for 
attendee registration, streaming and recording virtual events, digital engagement, and content hosting.

3
Choose Your VBS Team and Virtual Platforms

After reviewing the information in the Rescued: Safe in Jesus guidebooks, determine how you will adapt 
the program content to your virtual platforms. Some content can be directly provided by your church, 
while other content will require more assistance from parents. You can help cover the gap by safely 
distributing physical attendee packages that contain instructions, supplies, and giveaways.

4
Plan Your Program Content and Attendee Packages

Promote your virtual VBS in all your church’s digital communications and at every church service, virtual 
or otherwise. Ask your church family to spread the word, especially on social media. Even some physical 
flyers in the community could help!

5
Get the Word Out!

You’ll want to keep your VBS attendees engaged year round, and planning an in-person event for a later 
season has great community-building potential. Foster those relationships by inviting them to a special 
church service, evangelistic series, Christmas program, cooking school, etc.

6
Plan a Later In-Person Event



Consider the Differences 
Between a Virtual and an 

In-Person VBS Event
Step 1

Talk to your pastor(s) and church board and investigate the recommendations 
regarding group gatherings in your area. As you consider the safety of your 
church and community members, take time to pray and seek God’s guidance.

A traditional VBS holds the advantage of in-person engagement and a much 
lighter technological burden. However, hosting a safe VBS gathering may require 
significantly more work to ensure proper social distancing and sanitation. You 
may need to cap the number of attendees or host multiple programs over several 
weeks for smaller groups. Some activities may need to be moved outside for 
better distancing and ventilation—or scrapped completely, if they involve close 
contact. You may have to work with fewer volunteers, and they will need to be 
trained and equipped with sanitizing supplies and possibly masks and gloves.

A virtual VBS, while lacking some of the physical engagement of a traditional 
program, offers a much higher degree of safety. Families and kids can still 
experience the fun themed content and activities, engage (online) with your 
church and staff, and most importantly, learn more about Jesus. A digital VBS 
may even reach more families in your community! Naturally, it does require a 
much greater reliance on technology and equipment, so you’ll need some tech-
savvy help to set everything up and make sure it runs smoothly. If a traditional 
VBS won’t be possible this year, read the following steps to see if your church is 
equipped to run a successful virtual VBS.



Review the Rescued: Safe 
in Jesus Virtual VBS 

Step 2

Our Zoom-ready VBS option provides you with instant digital access to 
everything you need to host a great Rescued Safe in Jesus VBS on a virtual 
platform like Zoom. You’ll receive all of our video resources, plus downloadable 
versions of the director’s and station leaders’ guidebooks. With both the box kit 
and the digital access, you can start planning your program as soon as possible—
and opt for a virtual VBS if you end up needing to. Your digital access lasts until 
two weeks after your VBS event ends.

The Rescued: Safe in Jesus VBS kit with Zoom-ready option is available to order at 
rescuedvbs.com.

http://rescuedvbs.com


Choose Your VBS Team 
and Virtual Platforms

Step 3

Just like a traditional VBS program, a successful virtual VBS program depends 
on the right group of committed leaders! Your virtual VBS leadership team could 
include the following individuals: 

• VBS Director/Host
• Webmaster/Registration Leader
• Technical Support Person
• Song Leader 
• Bible Story Station Leader
• Craft Station Leader
• Snack Station Leader
• Game Station Leader
• Pastor or Church Elder

Work with your registration leader to set up an online platform where attendees 
can register. Registration is important for gathering information for online safety 
practices (verifying identities), VBS engagement and feedback, and follow-up 
communications. Everyone should provide names and basic contact information 
(email addresses and/or phone numbers), but valuable additional details to know 
are ages and number of children, mailing/street addresses, and how they heard 
about your VBS. We suggest using Google Forms or a similar tool to register 
attendees and collect information.



Decide how you will host your virtual VBS. (You may also want to consult with 
your fellow leaders on this.) The Rescued: Safe in Jesus virtual VBS content will be 
immediately accessible to your church after purchase, but you’ll still need to choose 
how to deliver that content to your attendees. There are two elements to consider in 
this:

• Virtual VBS Live! Use a digital meeting platform like Zoom or Google Meet 
to schedule and host live virtual VBS events. Follow a similar pattern to the 
traditional VBS, where you meet at the same time each day for 5 days in a row. 
Some station content, like the Bible story skits, for example, could be performed 
live on your chosen digital platform. Live events are great for directly engaging 
with kids and families.

• VBS Anytime/Anywhere. While the live element is exciting, making content 
that’s accessible at any time allows you to reach a wider range of families with 
varying schedules. You can record your live meetings and link them so families 
can view them during the weeks that follow. Some content, like the craft 
demonstrations, could also be pre-recorded and uploaded as viewable videos. 
We do ask that you keep your content on a private or password-protected 
site—posting it on a public and searchable platform could negatively impact 
community participation for other churches’ Rescued: Safe in Jesus VBS events. 

Whether your content is live or not, you’ll want to provide an online hub where 
attendees can learn how to access it all. Work with your webmaster to create a 
landing page on your church’s website containing all the content, links, and any 
other information and resources attendees will need, organized by day.

More details on the recommended technology for your virtual VBS can be found in 
our tech guide, downloadable at rescuedvbs.com/virtual-vbs.

http://rescuedvbs.com/virtual-vbs
http://discoverycenters.com/events/rescued-vbs 


Plan Your Program Content 
and Attendee Packages

Step 4

Review all of the information in the director’s and station leaders’ 
guidebooks included in the Rescued: Safe in Jesus virtual VBS. Plan how 
your church will show and create the program and station content. Here are 
a few options:

1. Stream the opening and closing 
programs using the “Rescued at Discovery 
Mountain Fall Camp!” videos and the nine 
original songs with singalong music videos 
that are all included in the virtual VBS.

2. Station content: 
• Bible Story Station: Follow the scripted 
program in the guidebook and act out 
live or pre-record on your chosen virtual 
platform.
• Science Spotlight Station: Five daily 
videos with Professor Fascilrachs and 
her paper puzzle demonstrations are 
included for streaming in the virtual VBS. 
Puzzle print patterns can be found in the 
guidebook. You can provide supplies and 
instructions in safely distributed attendee 
packages (described later in this section).
• Craft Station: Purchase supplies and 
provide, along with instructions, for each 
VBS attendee in safely distributed attendee packages (described later in 
this section). Demonstrate crafts in live-streamed or pre-recorded videos. 
(You can also omit this station, though we highly recommend including the 
craft station.)
• Snack Station: Share the recipes in the guidebook with parents, or create 
and share your own recipes. You can demonstrate recipes and review their 
connections to the daily themes in live-streamed or pre-recorded videos. 
(You can also omit this station.)
• Game Station: Provide game instructions to parents. (You can also omit 
this station.)



Plan a safe way to provide some of 
the physical elements of VBS for 
your virtual attendees with VBS 
attendee packages. In addition to 
activity supplies and instructions, 
consider adding giveaway items 
to help make your VBS even more 
memorable. Review the “Event 
Resources” document included in 
the Rescued: Safe in Jesus virtual 
VBS content. Then choose the 
number of items that fits your 
church’s budget and create VBS 
attendee packages. There are also 
Discovery Mountain-themed bags 
(included in our samples) available 
for purchase in our store at store.
vop.com/collections/rescued-vbs-
online-store. They’re just the right 
size for an attendee package. 
Consider including: 

• Rescued: Safe in Jesus T-shirt (also available in our store)
• Rescued: Safe in Jesus music CD (in store)
• Set of Bible verse reminder tags (in store)
• Discovery Mountain glider (in store)
• Paper puzzle instructions and supplies for the science spotlight station
• Craft instructions and supplies for the craft station
• Recipe cards for the snack station
• Activity instructions for the game station

Distribute the attendee packages either by mail, delivery drop-off, or safe in-person 
pick-up at your church, taking into consideration the restrictions in your local area. 

http://store.vop.com/collections/rescued-vbs-online-store
http://store.vop.com/collections/rescued-vbs-online-store
http://store.vop.com/collections/rescued-vbs-online-store


Get the Word Out! 

Step 5

Advertise, advertise, advertise! Let your church family and community know that 
this special virtual VBS is happening! Pray for the Holy Spirit’s blessing as you and 
your church members spread the word on your church’s website, social media 
accounts, e-newsletter, and during virtual or in-person church services. If your 
church is in a high-traffic area, consider hanging a banner on your church property 
announcing your virtual VBS. Rescued: Safe in Jesus banners, invitation cards, and 
other helpful promotional resources are available to order when you purchase the 
kit at rescuedvbs.com. Before advertising, make sure that your registration system 
and virtual platforms described in step 3 are working as they should.

http://rescuedvbs.com


Plan a Later  
In-Person Event

Step 6

Building community is part of VBS, and in that spirit you’ll want to position your 
church as a reliable hub year round for family events and support. Schedule a later 
in-person event for an upcoming season and warmly invite your VBS attendees 
and their families. Use your imagination! It could be a children’s church service, 
a Christmas program, a cooking school, a hiking outing, a parenting seminar—
anything you think would interest your community.

One great outreach opportunity is hosting an evangelistic series and offering a 
robust children’s program alongside it. Short series like the Voice of Prophecy’s  
Final Empire, Shadow Empire, and The Appearing will draw the interest of parents 
with timely topics, and they’ll be even more likely to attend when they know their 
kids will enjoy a program of their own. With the Rescued: Safe in Jesus box kit, you 
could even run a modified VBS during the evangelistic meetings! And if it’s during 
fall or winter, it could give your church the advantage in a season where there are 
fewer events for children.

Find out more about Voice of Prophecy short series:

Final Empire: finalempire.com/host
Shadow Empire: store.vop.com/products/shadow-empire-event-small-group-kit
The Appearing: store.vop.com/products/the-appearing-campaign-kit

Still have questions about planning a virtual Rescued: 
Safe in Jesus VBS? Give us a call at 1-877-566-7365 and 

we’ll be happy to help. 
 

Know that we’re praying for you! A virtual VBS will be 
different for families, but it could reach further into the 

community than a traditional program. We look forward 
to praising God with you as you share your  

experiences with us!

http://finalempire.com/host
http://store.vop.com/products/shadow-empire-event-small-group-kit
http://store.vop.com/products/the-appearing-campaign-kit 

